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Dipen Gada & Associates, popularly known as
DGA, began as a very modest interior design firm.
Gradually with time and every project
accomplished, DGA evolved from an exclusive
interior design firm to a civil and architectural
planning firm and attained the position as one of
the respectable and admired firms of India.

Since its inception in 1993, DGA has made its
presence felt through innovative, minimalistic and
timeless designs.

The firm strives to maintain a balance between
aesthetics and functionality in all its designs. There
is a constant search of exploring the uncharted
and concluding beyond the conventional.

Dipen Gada is the founder

& principal designer at Dipen
Gada & Associates, Ahmedabad,
Guijarat.
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topic of “Lets Go RAW” to
celebrate the raw in architecture
& design with the resurgence of
terracotta today.

It was interesting talking to Mr. Dipen Gada as he
shares his insights on the concept of going “raw” in
architecture and design as well as on the post covid
situations in architecture with a need for a
sustainable future.

AD : What inspired you to pursue a career
in Architecture?

DG : There was never any plan to pursue
architecture, say it destiny but as things worked out
my life and career turned towards architecture and
interiors.

When the time came to select a stream in 10th Std.,
my heart said commerce, but under influence (of my
cousin) it screamed science. | had keen interest in
Mechanical Engineering, | worked hard enough for it
but failed as | was 3 marks short.Then, there was no
alternative and | had to select Civil Engineering.
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Dr. Nene’s House, Vadodara, Gujarat by Dipen Gada & Associates
Photographer: TEJAS SHAH
check out full project on www.designessentiamagazine.com

In doing so, | made few changes to the planning and
the end result turned out to be quite something. It
was different and something sparked in me. One of
my friend happened to see the completed house and
requested me to do the design for his boutique.| was
obliged. This was the turning point.

The spark in me had started a series of firecrackers.
| went on a learning spree. | started educating myself
through books, seminars and working self on site
quite often. This is how those three marks led me on
to this journey of becoming a designer.

AD : Who were your early heroes and
role models?

AD : What would you say is DGA’s
strongest ideology/asset, and how have
the firm developed that skill over time?

DG : Our firm strives to maintain a balance between

aesthetics and functionality with amalgamation
between architecture, art and design.
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AD : The world is now slowly realizing the
seriousnhess about climate change. What
is your take on sustainable practice in
architecture today?

DG : Sustainable architecture seeks to minimize the
negative environmental impact of buildings by
efficiently and moderately using materials, energy and
development space.

Traditional design methods such as designing of
openings according to basic design principles, centre
courtyard, well shaded south west direction, open
North and East directions are various such as green
concepts.The design depends upon the climate
conditions of the site. Hence the approach is region
specific.

AD : In few words, how would you define
your design process — philosophy?

DG : Niraant (on right) is one of that kind of
project which you can say that is very close to my
heart. It is a single-storey residence built on naturally
curved land.
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AD : What other projects
currently working on?

are you
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AD : DE’s this month theme is Let’s Go
Raw (the resurgence of terracotta today) As seen
in few of your projects the use of
terracotta, how would you share your
experience working with terracotta and
the idea of embracing the “raw”
aesthetics in architecture?

DG :Terracotta being earthly palette gives a different
level of satisfaction. Not only in terms of structure
but also gives a very warm and rooted feeling when
someone uses it in any space.
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The future of architecture after COVID? How

would you think this would affect the design
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crisis
DIPEN GADA
In this difficult time,
we need to stand strong and

What is your “message
together and take all the necessary

of HOPE” in this COVID
precautions and we will surely
emerge out of this pandemic with
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different aspect.
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learning and viewing life through a
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As rightly quoted by Robert Schuller;
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